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: RECONSIDERATION 



This decision is in response to patentees' NOTIFICATION 
CONCERNING PATENT TERM ADJUSTMENT on March 3, 2006 requesting 
that the Office review the amount of PTA because the 
determination of 569 days "may extend the term of this patent by 
too many days . 

Patentees' letter regarding PTA is DISMISSED. 

Patentees' assert that the number of PTA days determined by their 
analysis may extend the patent by too many days. Patentees did 
not provide any information as to the nature of the error in the 
USPTO determination. Patentees assert that they believe the 
proper amount of PTA to be 542 days. 

Patentees' assertion is not persuasive. The determination of 569 
days of PTA at the time of the mailing of the issuance of the 
patent is accurate. A review of the application file reflects 
that the Office failed to initially act upon the application 
within fourteen months of the filing date of the application by 
period of TWO HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FOUR (274) days. See 37 CFR 
1.702(a) (1) . An additional delay of FIVE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-FIVE 
(555) days of Office delay pursuant to 37 CFR 1.702(a) (4) was 
awarded. Patentees had ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY NINE (103 + 36=139) 
days of applicant delay for failing to meet the requirement of 37 
CFR 1.704(b). In addition, patentees missed the reguirements of 
3 7 CFR 1.704(c) (10) by a period of 121 days. Accordingly, the 
overall determination is 569 (829-260= 569) . 

The Office notes for the record that the file history indicates a 
miscellaneous incoming letter on June 4, 2003 that patentees may 
be construing as a supplemental response to the RCE submission on 
5/27/2003. However, a review of the Image File Wrapper (IFW) 
reflects that the letter of 6/4/2003 is a copy of the RCE 
submission of 5/27/2003 and accordingly would not be a reduction 
under 37 CFR 1.704(c)(8). 

If applicant believes that the Office has overlooked some factor 
in this response, then the Office invites applicant to reply with 
a comment as what the error involves . 



After the mailing of this decision, the application will be 
forwarded to the file repository for a storage of the patented 
file. 

The Office thanks applicants for their good faith and candor in 
bringing alleged PTO errors to the attention of the Office. Under 
these circumstances, the Office will not assess a fee for the 
submission of this letter. 

Any questions concerning this decision should be directed to Kery 
A. Fries, Senior Legal Advisor, at 571-272-7757. 



Senior Legal Advisor 
Office of Patent Legal Administration 
Office of Deputy Commissioner 
for Patent Examination Policy 

cc: PAIR calculation 
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Time: 11:18:12 



PTA Calculations for Application: 09/629678 



Application Filing Date: 



08/01/2000 



PTO Delay (PTO): 



829 



Issue Date of Patent: 



03/14/2006 



Three Years: 



0 



Pre-Issue Petitions: 



0 



Applicant Delay (APPL): 



260 



Post-Issue Petitions: 



Total PTA (days): 



569 



PTO Delay Adjustment: 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 



PATENT 



6, ,988,727 B2 



DATED 



Jan. 24, 2006 



INVENTOR(S) 



Yano 



It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is hereby 
corrected as shown below: 

On the cover page, 

[*] Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this patent is extended or adjusted under 35 USC 154(b) 
by (306) days 

Delete the phrase "by 306 days" and insert - by 426 days- 



